NXY-059: a neuroprotective agent in acute stroke.
Free radicals play an important role in secondary processes in ischaemic brain injury. Disodium 4-[(tert-butylimino) methyl] benzene-1,3-disulphonate N-oxide (NXY-059) is a nitrone-based free radical trapping agent. Findings from animal stroke models showed that NXY-059 is a potent neuroprotective agent that has a large window of therapeutic opportunity and long-lasting effects. Therefore, NXY-059 may be used as a monotherapy agent for treatment of acute stroke. NXY-059 may also be used as an adjunct agent to thrombolytic therapy, as it can reduce tissue plasminogen activator-induced haemorrhage in ischaemic stroke.